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Future doctors
support their patients

AshiLuini M Sripad

BaMial ORE

hile there is an assumption
that doctors mint money from
patients, here is a seb of medical

students who are just not trying to help
patients in curning their diseases, but also
help them financially by providing medici-
nal facilities at their own cost.

suraksha, a group of medical students
from Rajarajeshwari Medical College

and Hospital in Bangalore, works hard to
provide financial assistance {o patients
at the hospital, who cannot afford the
treatments.

Varaprasad BM, second year MBBS
student who initiated the scheme said
that during their clinical postings, many of
them met patients who could not afford
their treatment. He said, though surgery
was done free of cost at the hospital,
additional expenses including medicine

are taken care by Suraksha, This was
started around six months back when the
students colletted funds. *We do not force
anyong to donate Studends voluntarily
donate from their pocket money. We are
privileged that our chairman and principal
i% supporting us,” he adds,
Major preference is given to the elderly
and children. Also minor assistance is
given to anyone who cannot afford treat-
ment. Patients are chosen based on sever-
ity of their ailmént and income,
A corpus of Rs 1,10,000 has been
accumulated. Kiran P, a fourth year
student said they will not directly hand
over this money to patients, instead buy
the prescribed medicines and give it to
them. “Sometimes, we also buy fruits
for them,” he says. Kiran also adds that
Suraksha will be passed on from batch to
batch and will function as an integral part
of the hospital.
"We will contribute to the scheme, even
after our graduation,” he adds m

—ashreint Sexpressbuzz. com
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M K AsHoKA

hen B M Vara-
prasad, a fourth
semester MBBS
student, saw pa-
tients walking out of the hospi-
tal in distress because they did-
n't have money to pay for med-
icines, he knew he had to do
something.

“1 came with the idea of giv-
ing our pocket money to the
needy. My classmates support-
ed it and later, everyone in the
college joined In,” said Vara-
prasad, a student of Rajarajesh-

~wari  Medical College on
Mysore Road. Two months ago,
the students collected around
Rs 10,000 and called the
scheme ‘Suraksha’. The chair-
man also contributed Rs 1 lakh.
The money is kept in a joint ac-
count in a private bank and

- L v i .
The students have collected around Rs 10,000. An appreciative

Medicos pay for the pills

P 5 ESHWAR

chairman also contributed Rs 1 lakh

Suraksha will function as an in-
tegral part of the hospital. Ki-
ran P, a final vear student, says,
“The cost of antibiotics is real-
ly high and our efforts will
help the poor. At the same
time, we will get more cases for
study.” Kiran says they are now
trying to Fﬂpulilriﬁl.' the
scheme. “We had put up a no-
tice on the board. Since there's
little chance of poor people

reading it, we will make pam-
phlets and distribute it."”

About 50 volunteers will
help find needy people and
there are students coordinating
with owners of drugstores who
will direct poor patients they
come across, Kiran said. Dr
Usha Ramachandran, a profes-
sor, says the initiative will help
students get a holistic approach
to the problems of society.
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to the ILLUSTRIOUS OUTGOING FIRST BATCH STUDENTS (2005-2010) for EXCELLENT
PASS PERCENTAGE (88%) in the final year MBBS EXAMS.

-Management & Facuity.

'Rajarajeswa'ri Medical College & Hospital
~ Kambipura, Mysore Road, Bangalore - 560 074. Fh: 080 28437393/32943492/65661805
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Medical college with
a difference

i i - -
AC ‘ahunnuu:uru Arun Kumar
* e
part from the pre-clinical and para-
clinical departments that form the
pillars of teaching and moulding the budding
s doctors, clinical departments offer the latest
ﬁdiumustic and therapeutic services. With a
‘motto, ‘Concentration brings perfection in
all activities of life’, Rajarajeswart Medical
College and Hospital in Bangalore is emerging
as one of the finest colleges and hospital in
silicon valley.

The college offers MBBS as well as
paramedical courses including diplomas in
medical laboratory technology, X-ray technol-
oqy, operation technology and also a health

- inspector course. The ENT department offers
FESS (Endoscopy), while ophthalmology has
phacoemulsification, Laparoscopy is offered

""" by 0BG and surgery, arthroscopy by artho-
pedics, Radio diagnostic facilities like colour
Doppler and CT scan.

" They have set up a primary health centre
and an urban health centre in Bangalore. The
college has implemented national health pro-
grammes on tuberculosis, leprosy and AIDS.

Other activities include occupational health
check up centres in industries, educational
seminars on general health issues for factory
workers, health camp in surrounding villages
and school health check up camps For q'Jvztail.r,1

ane can visit the college website (www.rrmc
l org) or call 080-3294 3491 / 6560 6366 /,
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